
 

 
BILL REED MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Syllabus and Classroom Procedures 

 

  
6th Grade Desktop Publishing 

 
Bryan Baldasaro 

613-7246 
bryan.baldasaro@thompsonschools.org 

 

 

 

 Course Description:  
Faster than a speeding Blog! More powerful than a presentation!  Able to leap tall newsletters in a 
single bound! LOOK! Up in the sky. It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s Desktop Publishing.  Yes, it’s Desktop 
Publishing; a strange graphic design course from another planet, which came to Bill Reed Middle 
School with powers and abilities to provide students with an awesome opportunity to put their 
technological and creative skills to work far beyond those of mortal men and women.  Desktop 
Publishing! What can change the course of mighty students, bend words and art with their bare 
hands, and what – disguised as a fun hands-on environment – fights a never ending battle for 
technology, arts and the Bill Reed way! 
 

 

   
 Major Instructional Goals: 

Students will: 

 Develop an understanding of how visual arts and the written word unite in order to create 
appealing effective graphic design publications.  

 Evaluate design elements in documents for appropriate use of fucus, balance, proportion, 
contrast, directional flow, color, and page layout. 

 Develop internet and computer skills through the process of creating presentations, 
brochures, blogs, posters, books, newsletters, web pages and other forms of publishing. 

 Develop self-confidence through a fuller understanding and appreciation of their creative 
capabilities. 

 Be capable of working with internet based applications as well as a variety of other computer 
programs such as Pages, Keynote, Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, iPhoto and Photo Booth. 

 Research, organize and synthesize information from a variety of web sources to be presented 
in a logical, organized format. 

 

   
 General Rules: 

Work hard and be nice!  
 

   
 Preparation for Class:  

Students are encouraged to use a flash drive to save his/her work on and are required to bring it 
every class period.  Alternatively, students can save work on their personal share folder found on the 
computer’s desktop.  Saving to any other location will result in loss work!  

 

   
 Grading:  

A = 100 - 90 
B = 89 - 80 
C = 79 - 70 
D = 69 - 60 
F = 59 - 0 

 

   



 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 

 


